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MISSION STATEMENT OF BALTIMORE LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
 

 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit and in the Lutheran Tradition, Baltimore Lutheran 

School partners with churches and families to equip students to grow spiritually as 

they succeed academically and develop socially and physically - All to the Glory 

of God. 
 

 

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

 

     

 Baltimore Lutheran School is affiliated with the Lutheran Church Missouri-Synod and 

offers a college-preparatory curriculum.  Following the example of Jesus and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, Baltimore Lutheran School equips students to grow spiritually as they succeed 

academically and develop socially and physically; the school motto is “All to the Glory of God.”  

As a parochial school Baltimore Lutheran does not make accommodations for students who have 

learning disabilities or other educational impairments (e.g. individualized educational plans, 

modified presentation of material, modified testing, reduced of alternate homework assignments, 

and other such modifications).   However, for students with a diagnosed learning disability and 

who are a good fit with Baltimore Lutheran School and its college preparatory curriculum, the 

Student Aid and Resource Program (STAR) may be an option. This program is offered only to 

students with a diagnosed learning disability.  Applicants to the program must apply through the 

Admissions Office.  Class size is limited and applicants must meet specific admissions 

requirements. 

 

Ultimately high school serves as a bridge to the college and adult years.  It is vital during 

these four years of secondary education that students are fully prepared for the challenges ahead, 

not only in college, but also in life.  Baltimore Lutheran School benefits students by instilling a 

spiritual foundation predicated on Christ.  With this foundation in place, our students are 

equipped to go into “the real world” knowing the true importance of faith, prayer, and Christian 

friends. 
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Introduction 

It is expected that all students and parents read this handbook, familiarize themselves with 

the contents, and support the guidelines and policies of Baltimore Lutheran School. 

Baltimore Lutheran School reserves the right to modify this curriculum guide as the school 

sees fit throughout the school year.  

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

 

Welcome to the scheduling process for the 2010-2011 school year at Baltimore Lutheran School. 

The faculty and staff are very excited to have you and your family as part of the Baltimore 

Lutheran School community.  Our mission is to equip students to grow spiritually and achieve 

academically, while developing socially and physically. 

 

In a college preparatory setting, it is essential that students take personal responsibility for 

participation in their growth and achievement as they are challenged academically. 

 

The greatest assistance that parents can provide for their children is to encourage and allow them 

to 

 

 keep their own assignment book records 

 allocate their own time usage 

 write and revise their own work 

 seek clarification directly from their teachers whenever additional explanations are 

required 

 

It is essential that parents/guardians allow students to learn from their own mistakes and rejoice 

in their own successes as they increasingly become more and more independent in their 

coursework. 

 

By taking personal responsibility as active participants in all of their education, students learn to 

be analytical and to think critically.  Individual responsibility is key as students travel the road to 

becoming lifelong independent learners, both now and well beyond their high school careers. 
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Honor Code 

Baltimore Lutheran School expects its students to uphold the highest standards of honesty and 

integrity. To affirm and reinforce this fundamental tenet, students are required at the beginning 

of each school year to sign the following statement: 

 

As a student at Baltimore Lutheran School, I understand and accept my responsibility to 

uphold the Honor Code at all times.  I agree to the following: 

 

 I will not improperly give or receive any material or information for any 

school assignment or test. 

 I will not use or submit any material published or presented by any other 

person without proper citations (plagiarism). 

 I will not alter or misuse any academic record. 

 I will conduct myself honestly in all academic matters. 

 

See page 41 for Honor Pledge agreement. 

 

This signed statement will be kept on file. Then, for each piece of work that is submitted for 

grading, the student‟s signature on the work is an indication that the student has been faithful to 

the original pledge. At times during the year, a teacher may require that a student write and/or 

sign the Honor Statement when submitting work or testing. 

 

Any student work/quiz/exam found to be in violation of the Honor Code will be dealt with as per 

the “Cheating” section of the Baltimore Lutheran School Parent-Student Handbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Baltimore Lutheran School 

Homework Policy 

 

HOMEWORK  

An important indicator of academic success is a student‟s attitude and approach to homework 

assignments.  It is expected that every student will fully complete each written and reading 

homework assignment.  Students who demonstrate a consistent lack of preparation for class will 

be subject to disciplinary action, including detention, suspension, and expulsion. 

 

Baltimore Lutheran is a college preparatory school, so it is essential that students take personal 

responsibility for participation in their growth and achievement as they are challenged 

academically.   

 

 It is essential that parents/guardians allow students to learn from their own mistakes and rejoice 

in their own successes as they increasingly become more and more independent in their 

coursework.   By taking personal responsibility in all aspects of their education, students learn to 

be analytical and to think critically.  Individual responsibility is key as students travel the road to 

becoming lifelong independent learners, both now and well beyond their high school careers. 
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Parents can be of greatest assistance to their students by encouraging (and expecting) them 

to assume the following responsibilities: 

 keeping their own assignment book records  

 allocating their own time usage  

 writing and revising their own work  

 seeking clarification directly from their teachers whenever additional explanations 

are required  

 

 

 

HOMEWORK POLICY 

Policy and Procedures 

    A. Types of Homework 

       1. Preparation Homework- helps students prepare for the next day‟s lesson. 

       2. Practice Homework- provides review and reinforcement necessary to learn. 

       3. Extension Homework- guides students so they can expand and apply  

           concepts taught in class. 

       4. Creative Homework- encourages students to develop their own ideas 

            related to a class topic. 

    

 B. Frequency and Amount of Homework 

       1. Students are expected to complete, on average, the following number of 

           minutes of homework for all subjects combined 

          a. Grade 9 is about 2 hours per night 

          b. Grades 10-12 is approximately 2 to 3 hours per night 

          c. This expectation does not include time spent reviewing and preparing for quizzes and    

              tests. 

       2. Weekends and holiday breaks may be used to complete make-up work and  

            long-term assignments and projects. 

    

 C. Homework Requests Due to Absences 

       1. It is the student‟s responsibility to find out what assignments were missed and make up  

           assignments upon their return. 

       2. For absences of three days or longer, parents should contact the school secretary 

           at extension 229 before the school day begins to request their student‟s missing 

           assignments. The secretary will request that teachers complete a “homework request  

           form” by the end of the school day. 

       3. For school-approved extended absences, teachers will determine a reasonable due date  

           and communicate that in writing to the student. Keep a copy of this in your records. 

    

 D. Consequences for Not Completing Homework 

        1. Grades tend to be lower for students who have not completed homework  

            assignments. 

        2. Privileges at school and home may be limited if students do not complete  

            assignments. 

        3. Co-curricular ineligibility may result. 
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 E. Student Responsibilities  

        1. Carry assignment planner throughout the school day. 

        2. Record all assignments in the planner everyday. 

        3. Understand how to complete all homework assignments before 

            leaving school. Take time to ask questions of your teachers if you unclear about  

            assignment expectations. 

        4. Take home all necessary materials to complete assignments. 

        5. Schedule and organize time for homework that is compatible with family 

            and/or after school activities. 

        6. Complete all assignments, regularly observing high standards of neatness  

            and quality. 

        7. Strive to turn in every assignment on time. 

        8. When returning from an absence, promptly complete all assignments that were  

             missed. 

    

 F. Parent Responsibilities  

        1. Familiarize yourself with the homework policies and procedures in your  

            student‟s classes. 

        2. Provide a place for your student to study. Encourage him/her to develop 

            good study habits. 

        3. Encourage the use of BLS planners to increase your student‟s  

            organizational skills. Check them periodically. 

        4. Guide or assist in homework when unusual difficulties arise; never do  

            homework for your student. 

        5. Initiate regular communication with your student‟s teachers, especially if your  

            student has difficulties with assignments, concepts, and directions. 

        6. Make a homework request when your student will be absent for three 

            or more days. Make arrangements for the assignments to be picked up by contacting 

            the attendance secretary at extension 229. 

        7. Provide educational activities that broaden your student‟s interests while  

            away from school. 
 

MAKE UP WORK POLICY 

Students have one day for each day of an excused absence to make up daily work.  Tests, 

quizzes, or work assigned for the first day absent are due the first day back at school.  Field trips, 

co-curricular activities, performances, planned absences, and appointments do not merit an extra 

day to turn in work; students are responsible for all work as if they were in class.  Students 

should see their teachers before or after classes to obtain make-up work.  Long-term projects are 

due on the assigned day even if a student is absent. (See course syllabi for additional homework 

policies.) 

 

COMMUNICATION OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS 

Students, parents and teachers can monitor academic progress throughout the school year in the 

following ways: 

 

 ASSIGNMENT PLANNER- Daily checking of the assignment planner, which is 

distributed to all students for their regular use.  Here students and parents can keep track 

of upcoming homework, tests, quizzes, projects, etc.  Accuracy of planner is the sole 

responsibility of the student. 
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 EDLINE REPORTS- Each student and parent is issued an EdLine account at the 

beginning of the school year to carry with them throughout their BLS career.  EdLine 

allows every class to have a webpage that is set up to be used as teachers see most 

effective for their course. Student grade reports will be available through EdLine as 

updated by teachers (approximately every two weeks as deemed appropriate by the 

teacher) to provide a report to parents and students between mid-term and quarter report 

cards.   

 MID-TERM REPORTS- Mid-term reports are issued approximately halfway through 

each of the four quarters (at approximately the 4.5 week mark).  The purpose of the mid-

term Report is to keep parents notified about their student‟s progress.  Mid-term grades 

are neither “permanent” nor are they recorded on student transcripts. 

 REPORT CARDS- Report cards are issued after each quarter of the school year.  Final 

grades for semester classes will be determined by using the first and second quarter report 

card grades and the semester exam grades, where applicable.  Final grades for full year 

courses are determined by using all four quarter report card grades and the semester exam 

grades, where applicable.   

 

Baltimore Lutheran reserves the right to withhold release of current report cards until satisfaction 

of commitments in other areas (e.g., library fines, sports uniform turn-ins, textbook returns, etc). 
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Upper School Program 

This booklet is intended to help students and parents select courses for the coming school year 

and make tentative plans for all four years of upper school.  It contains basic credit information, 

college requirements, and graduation requirements.  A sample list of required and elective 

courses for each grade level can be found on the following pages.  There is also a listing of all 

the courses offered in the upper school with an explanation of each course.  Some electives are 

only offered in alternate years.  Classes must have a minimum enrollment of ten students. 

 

 Each student must successfully complete a minimum of 26 credits to graduate from Baltimore 

Lutheran School. 

 

Baltimore Lutheran offers two courses of study.   The first, a 26 credit course prepares students 

for most colleges and universities and earns a high school diploma.  The second course is the 

Christus Honors program.  This program prepares students for competitive colleges and 

universities and provides each student more varied academic experiences.  Students receive a 

Christus Honors Certificate as well as a diploma.  Please contact Baltimore Lutheran School for 

information regarding admission to and requirements of the Christus Honors program. 

 

 

26 CREDIT PROGRAM 

 

Theology  4 Units 

English  4 Units 

Math   3 Units 

(Algebra I & II, Geometry) 

Social Studies  3 Units 

Science  3 Units 

(Three lab sciences) 

Physical Education  1½ Units 

(including Health) 

Technology  ½ Unit 

Fine Arts  1 Unit 

Foreign Language 2 Units 

(Two years in the same language. Special circumstances may preclude the requirement) 

Electives   4 Units 

(One of the four units must be in a core subject area:  math, science, English, social studies) 

 

 

Keep in mind that these are minimum expectations.  Usually the more academically challenging 

a student‟s course of study, the more choices the student will have upon graduation. The 26-

credit program fulfills requirements by Maryland state universities and most colleges and 

universities.  It is recommended that students check the entrance requirements for schools they 

plan to attend.  For instance, many of the more competitive institutions require three of four 

years of the same foreign language 

 

NOTE:  Underclass students must be academically involved in seven of eight class periods and 

seniors may only have two of the following three options: teacher assistant, study hall, free 

period. Full year courses receive one unit of credit.  Semester courses receive one-half unit of 

credit.  The required 1 ½ units of physical education must include one semester of health.   
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SAMPLE PROGRAM 

26 Credit Course 

                                                                                                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Course request does not guarantee enrollment due to scheduling conflicts, 

insufficient course enrollment or staffing issues; students must meet all prerequisites for 

requested course(s). 
 

 

 

 

 

           

        GRADE 9               GRADE 10 

 Foundations of Faith I  (one sem)         Biblical Applications I (one sem) 

 Foundations of Faith II (one sem)         Biblical Applications II (one sem) 

 Composition & Literature Nine         Composition & Literature Ten 

 (English Honors Nine)                     (English Honors Ten) 

 Earth Science            Biology 

 Algebra I            (Honors Biology) 

 American Government           Geometry 

  (Hon. American Government)         (Honors Geometry) 

Physical Education 119/129 (one sem. each)        World History 

 Physical Education 189 (one sem)         (Honors World History)  

Fine Arts Elective (one sem)           Fine Arts Elective (one sem) 

Fundamentals of Technology (one sem)         Physical Education 239/249  

 Foreign Language             (one sem. each)   

               Foreign Language 

 

 

           GRADE 11               GRADE 12 

 Christian Commitment I (one sem)         Spiritual Life Skills I (one sem) 

 Christian Commitment II (one sem)         Spiritual Life Skills II (one sem) 

 American Literature           British Literature I (one sem) 

 (Honors American Literature)         British Literature II (one sem) 

 Chemistry            (Honors British Literature I/II) 

      Algebra II            AP English  

(Honors Algebra II)           Physics 

 United States History           Pre-Calculus 

(Honors United States History)                             Science or Social Studies electives  

 Science or Social Studies electives          (one sem. each) 

(one sem. each)           Fine Arts electives (one sem. each) 

 Fine Arts Electives (one sem. each)         Foreign Language 

 Foreign Language     
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HONORS COURSES 

 

NOTE: ALL STUDENTS WHO HAVE REQUESTED AN HONORS COURSE 

FOR EITHER FIRST OR SECOND SEMESTER MUST ATTEND AN HONORS 

COURSE SEMINAR WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE END OF MAY. 

 

 In honors courses we do not simply do things faster, we do things differently.  Most 

often the emphasis in the course is on critical thinking, writing, and reading.  Often 

independent study and research are encouraged.  In this atmosphere students take 

active roles in their education. 

 Honors courses typically rely on student participation and encourage independent 

critical thinking.  Such courses can be extremely rewarding.  In many cases the 

amount of reading, writing, and testing required by an honors course will not be 

substantially different from the work required by an equivalent “regular” course.  The 

difference the program makes is not necessarily quantitative; it‟s qualitative.  In other 

words, you will probably not be doing MORE course work -- you will be taking a 

DIFFERENT APPROACH to the same course work. 

 Prerequisites - course / grade requirements 

 

Policy for Honors Courses 

 

Honors level courses must have established prerequisites indicating completed courses and 

academic standing. To be eligible for an honors course, a student must meet the following 

criteria: 

 

 Cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above in core academic courses -- English, mathematics, 

social studies, and science; 

 Subject department standards apply (e.g., grade of 85% or higher in honors class of 

subject or 88% or higher in regular class of target subject); 

 Approval of subject department; 

 Evidence of regular attendance--no more than three absences per semester and no 

more than five unexcused tardies per semester.  Exceptions to the attendance policy 

may apply to students with a doctor‟s letter on file confirming a major illness or 

surgery that causes extended absence from school. 

 Candidates for an honors class can miss no more than 5% of all assignments in the 

target subject during the current academic year.   Concomitantly, a candidate for an 

honors class must complete all major projects and assignments in the current 

academic year.  

 

When demand for an honors class exceeds capacity, students will be selected for the class based 

on the following (in order): 

 

1. Students already in the honors class of that subject and who are in good standing 

(85% final grade, missing no more than 5% of all assignments and having completed 

all major  projects and assignments); 

2. Cumulative GPA in core academic subjects; 

3. Prior final grades in target subject. 
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Students who are not selected for an honors course may appeal that decision.  The following 

persons will consider the appeal and make a decision: subject department chairperson, guidance 

counselor, and Upper School principal. 

 

Due to constraints of the master schedule, students may not be scheduled for all classes 

requested. 

 

Students having difficulty achieving in an honors level class have the option of reassignment to a 

regular level class upon completion of semester exams. 

 

Students in honors classes who miss more than 5% of all assignments and/or fail to complete all 

major projects and assignments in a semester may be reassigned to a regular level class.  

Students who have attendance concerns may be dropped from an honors class at the completion 

of semester finals. 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 

 

 AP courses explore subjects in greater depth than most high school classes, and at a 

faster pace.  These courses may also offer greater opportunity for individual progress 

and accomplishment than regular high school courses. 

 College Board AP exams are offered in all subjects for which there are College 

Board-directed classes.  Grade reports from the exams are sent in July to each 

student‟s home, school and -- at the student‟s request -- to identified colleges. 

 AP exams contain both multiple-choice and free-response questions.  The latter 

require essay writing and problem solving, among other skills. 

 Grades are given on the following scale: 5 = extremely well qualified 4 well qualified 

3 = qualified 2 = possibly qualified 1 = no recommendation. 

 Contact colleges directly for information regarding AP credits and/or placement. 

 There is a fee attached to all AP courses at Baltimore Lutheran School that covers the 

cost of the AP Exam. 

 

 

* To receive credit for an AP course you must take the AP Exam. 
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THE THEOLOGY PROGRAM 

The Theology Department‟s function is to have the students encounter Jesus Christ as He is 

revealed to them in Scripture.  We hope this experience will lead the student to assess his/her life 

in relation to Christ.  Our goal is that as the Gospel and the Law are explored, and students will 

acknowledge and recognize their need for a Savior.  As theological truths from Scripture are 

discussed, we hope to instill in students a desire to live their lives in such a way as to not only 

enjoy the blessings promised by God but to also to honor and glorify their Lord and Creator.  

 

Four Theology credits are required for graduation, or one credit for every year the student is in 

attendance.

 

THEO-131          FOUNDATIONS  OF  FAITH I 

THEO-141          FOUNDATIONS  OF  FAITH II 

(1/2 Credit Each) 

THEO 131 is taken in the fall of the freshman year, while THEO 141 is taken in the spring of the 

freshman year. 

 

This course is designed to introduce the student to the spiritual life at Baltimore Lutheran.  The 

objective is to build community among the class members as they are introduced to a broad 

spectrum of religious topics, including a brief overview of the Old and New Testaments and 

basic Christian doctrines.  The course should prepare all students, regardless of their religious 

backgrounds, for the topics they will encounter in the years that follow. 

 

THEO-231         BIBLICAL APPLICATIONS I 

THEO-241         BIBLICAL APPLICATIONS II 

(1/2 Credit Each) 

THEO 231 is taken in the fall of the sophomore year, while THEO 241 is taken in the spring of 

the sophomore year. 

 

Through the study of the Old Testament in the first semester and the New Testament in the 

second semester, the student will gain a clearer understanding of God‟s revelation. The main 

doctrines of the church will be explained in light of their Biblical origin. The application of 

Biblical truths to daily life is an ongoing process throughout the class. 

 

THEO-331        CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT I 

THEO-341   CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT II 

(1/2 Credit Each) 

THEO 331 is taken in the fall of the junior year, while THEO 341 is taken in the spring of the 

junior year. 

 

Through group discussion and personal involvement, the students will be challenged to deepen 

their spiritual commitment. Working through such topics as Christian defense, church, cults, 

worship and personal devotions, the students will grow in faith and courage to make a 

meaningful witness of their faith. 
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THEO-431         SPIRITUAL LIFE SKILLS I 

THEO-441       SPIRITUAL LIFE SKILLS II 

(1/2 Credit Each) 

THEO 431 is taken in the fall of the senior year, while THEO 441 is taken in the spring of the 

senior year. 

 

As the students begin to look beyond Baltimore Lutheran, this class seeks to prepare them for the 

years that lie ahead.  Tools and skills such as peer ministry, establishment of personal identity 

and values, and a clear Biblical understanding of marriage and family are essential for a fulfilling 

Christian life. 
 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 

Four English credits are required for graduation.  The required course of studies is  

 

Ninth Grade:  Composition and Literature 9  Eleventh Grade:  America Literature 

Tenth Grade:  Composition and Literature 10 Twelfth Grade:  British Literature I and II 

 

Note: Honors sections of the above courses and AP English may be substituted for the 

above requirements.  All other English courses are electives within the English Department 

and do not fulfill the requirements stated above. 

 

ENG-152  COMPOSITION AND LITERATURE NINE 

(One Credit) 

This course is designed to develop skills in basic composition and the use of proper grammar, 

will enable the student to use our language properly in all facets of communication. Students will 

be expected to complete numerous practice exercises as well as compose various types of essays. 

Exposure to the writing process will help the student master the proper use of our English 

language. They will also be introduced to the research process. The literature segment of the 

course is designed to develop a love of reading and to enhance skills in reading, understanding, 

and appreciating various types of literature including short stories, drama, poetry, essays and 

prose. Throughout the year, students will also master weekly vocabulary and be required to read 

and report on one book outside of the curriculum per quarter. 

PREREQUISITE:  None.  

 

ENG-522    ENGLISH NINE 

(One Credit)                 HONORS 

In addition to the normal course work of ninth grade English, this full year course will include 

extensive writing projects along with an intensive study of representative literary works from 

various genres and periods. Students will learn to read and write with increasing complexity and 

sophistication. Students will also master weekly vocabulary and be required to read and report on 

one book outside of the curriculum per quarter.  

PREREQUISITE:  85% in English, Recommendation and Department approval.  
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ENG-252   COMPOSITION AND LITERATURE TEN 

(One Credit) 

This is a course designed to enable students to read and write formally. Both semesters involve 

reading and reacting to literature through writing. The first semester will be devoted to learning 

how to write clearly and logically with style. In the latter part of the first semester, students will 

write a research paper. The rest of the units in this course will be on themes such as World War I 

Literature, Women‟s Literature, and African American Literature. At the end of the course, 

students will be able to successfully read and analyze short stories, novels, poetry, and drama. 

Students will also have reading, vocabulary, and writing outside of class.  

PREREQUISITE: ENG-152 or ENG-522.  

 

ENG-532   COMPOSITION AND LITERATURE TEN 

(One Credit)     HONORS 

In addition to the course work described in ENG-252, this class will include intensive study of 

representative works from various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized 

literary merit. Utilizing these, students will learn to read and write with increasing complexity 

and sophistication.  

PREREQUISITE:  85% in ENG-522 or 92% in 152 and Department approval.  

 

ENG-352   AMERICAN LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE 

(One Credit) 

During the first semester, students will continue expanding their appreciation of literature as they 

read, interpret, and write about various works by American writers from 1500 to the mid 1800s. 

Authors studied include Columbus, Bradford, Franklin, Bradstreet, Cooper, Irving, Poe, 

Melville, Lincoln, Hawthorne, Emerson, and Thoreau. During the second semester students will 

study literature in the United States from the late 1800s to the present. Authors studied include, 

Whitman, Dickinson, Crane, Cather, Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Faulkner, Frost, Sandburg, Cullen, 

Robinson, Hughes, Steinbeck, Williams and Miller. Students will be required to read, interpret, 

and write about the various works. In addition, students will also master weekly vocabulary and 

be required to read and critique one book outside of the curriculum per quarter. An exam will be 

administered each semester. 

PREREQUISITE:  ENG 252 or ENG 532 

 

ENG-512   AMERICAN LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE  

(One Credit)      HONORS 

In addition to the normal course work covering American writers, this full year course will 

include an intensive study of representative works of various genres from a college level text, the 

Norton Anthology of American Literature, spanning the history of the United States to the 

present, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit. Utilizing discussion based on 

poetry, prose, drama and works of non-fiction, students will learn to read, write and interpret 

with increasing complexity and sophistication. Students will continue reading and critiquing one 

book per quarter outside of the curriculum and during the fourth quarter they will also be 

required to complete a detailed portfolio project based on at least two authors studied throughout 

the year. An exam will be administered each semester. 

PREREQUISITE:  85% in ENG-532 or 92% in ENG-252 and Department approval.  
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ENG-432                      BRITISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE I  

 (1/2 Credit)    

This course will look at the development of our English language and literature. It will begin 

with the Anglo-Saxon Period, followed by the Medieval, Elizabethan and 17
th

 century periods. 

Students will be required to read, interpret, and write about the various works studied. A final 

exam will be given at the end of the semester. In addition, students will also master weekly 

vocabulary and be required to read and review one book outside of the curriculum per quarter. 

PREREQUISITE:  ENG-352 or ENG-512 

 

ENG-442                       BRITISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE II 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course will continue the groundwork laid in British Literature I. It will begin with the 18
th

 

century, followed by the Romantic Period, the Victorian Period, and conclude with the Modern 

Period. Students will be required to read, interpret, and write about the various works studied. A 

final exam will be given at the end of the semester. In addition, students will also master weekly 

vocabulary and be required to read and review one book outside of the curriculum per quarter. 

PREREQUISITE:  ENG-352 or ENG-512 

 

ENG-912/922    HONORS BRITISH LITERATURE I and II 

(1/2 Credit Each) 

Honors British Literature is a two-semester course that focuses on the origin and history of the 

English language. The first semester begins with Anglo-Saxon works such as Beowulf and 

concludes with Milton‟s Paradise Lost, with a focus on the Renaissance and Shakespearean 

Drama including one tragedy and one comedy. The second semester begins with the 

Romanticism Movement in England and proceeds to Modernism in poetry and James Joyce‟s 

Dubliners. The literature is taught in its social and political context according to date. The course 

aspires to produce a reader who can critically respond to complex works of literature and 

understand the historical backgrounds in which they were composed. Students will be active in 

reading and critical response as well as active participation in class discussion. 

PREREQUISITE:  This is a senior level course. Eligible seniors must have an 85% in ENG-512 

or 92% in ENG 352 and Department approval. 

 

ENG-562  AP ENGLISH: LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

(One Credit)               HONORS 

This college level course focuses on the study of literature and writing techniques used by 

authors of various genres and time periods. The reading emphasis will be on poetry, drama and 

prose written by British, American, and world authors as well as works of non-fiction. During 

the first semester, students will be required to compose an analytical paper on Hamlet; second 

semester includes the completion of a major research paper and writing portfolio as well as other 

minor research/writing projects and presentations throughout the year. Students will also write 

shorter works in both formal and informal settings. In addition, students will be required to read 

and critique one book outside of the curriculum per quarter. Coursework also includes 

preparation for the Advanced Placement Exam for Literature and Composition as students will 

be required to take the AP Exam in May. An exam will be administered at the end of the first 

semester, and also second semester, depending on student‟s final grade. 

PREREQUISITE:  85% in ENG-512 or 92% in ENG-352 and Department approval.  

 

To receive credit for an AP course you must take the AP Exam, which is an additional fee. 
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ENG- 932 ISSUES IN CONTROVERSY: THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHARACTER 

(1/2 Credit)    ACROSS THE DISCIPLINE 

This semester course is devoted to critical thinking and essay writing. This semester will be 

devoted to reading essays on various controversial subjects. Students will also actively take part 

in informal and formal essay writing, creative writing, and more complex reading interpretation. 

This course is for the student that truly wants to share opinions and to express them clearly by 

redefining his or her writing skills. Students will be writing five essays on various subjects over 

the course of the semester.  

Prerequisite: ENG-152 (or 522) 

 

ENG-592    SHAKESPEARE 
(1/2 Credit)                    HONORS 

This semester course will focus on the time, life and works of arguably the greatest author in 

English literature, William Shakespeare. Examples of his comedies, histories, and tragedies will 

be studied. Students will be required to read, interpret, and write about his works. A final exam 

will be administered at the end of the semester.  

PREREQUISITE:  This is a senior level course. Eligible seniors must have 85% in ENG-512 or 

92% in ENG-352 and Department approval.  

 

ENG-612    CREATIVE WRITING 

(1/2 Credit)     

In this semester course, students will be encouraged to use their imagination to create original 

poetry and short stories. They will also be introduced to several successful creative authors and 

poets. Students will be writing on a daily basis, learning to let words mirror their thoughts and 

feelings. Students will use the methods and tips of other poets and authors and will also be 

required to share and critique each other in class. Student work will be submitted for publication 

in the school‟s arts publication. 

PREREQUISITE: This is an elective course open to juniors and seniors and does not satisfy an 

English requirement.   

 

ENG/MA-310    S.A.T. PREPARATION 

(1/2 Credit) 

This semester course acquaints the student with the question types and format of the SAT. 

Students will work on increasing their vocabulary through study and usage, will develop skills 

for writing a persuasive essay on a general topic, will learn and practice “tricks” for answering 

multiple choice critical reading and writing questions, and will review specific math concepts 

and skills necessary to tackle the math sections of the SAT. Students will work through the text 

both as a class and independently. Graded assessments will be given periodically to test students‟ 

absorption of skills being taught. The course will culminate in the taking of practice SAT tests 

and analyzing students‟ scores.          

PREREQUISITE:  Limited to sophomores, juniors, and seniors.  
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THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
A minimum of three Mathematics credits earned during high school is required for graduation. 

 

MA-153     ALGEBRA I 

(One Credit) 

This course deals with the system of real numbers; equations and inequalities; open sentences in 

two variables and their graphs; systems of open sentences and their graphs;  polynomial and 

rational expressions;  quadratic equations; and other topics as time allows.  A TI-30X-IIs 

calculator is required. 

PREREQUISITE:  Pre-Algebra or Placement 

 

MA-263      GEOMETRY      

(One Credit) 

Stressing proofs in geometry, this course is formal in nature treating the following topics:  

geometry as a system of mathematics, segments, angles, triangles and other polygons, parallel 

lines, similarity, circles, area and additional topics as time permits.  A TI-30X-IIs calculator is 

required. 

PREREQUISITE:  MA-153 or Placement 

 

MA-523    HONORS GEOMETRY    

(One Credit) 

This course contains the topics studied in geometry yet compasses more in-depth and 

challenging coursework.  An introduction to trigonometry is included as well.  A TI-30X-IIs 

calculator is required. 

PREREQUISITE:  85% in Algebra I and Department approval.  A TI-30X-IIs calculator is 

required.  *A minimum average of 75% is required during the first semester to continue in the 

honors course second semester. 

 

MA-363     ALGEBRA II 

(One Credit) 

This course reviews and extends the work begun in Algebra I.  Topics included are the real 

number system, linear functions and relations, systems or open sentences quadratic functions and 

relations, exponential and logarithmic functions, polynomial and rational functions, and other 

topics as time permits. 

PREREQUISITE:  MA-263 and/or Math Department approval. 

 

MA-533    HONORS ALGEBRA II 

(One Credit) 

This course contains the topics studied in Algebra II yet encompasses more in-depth and 

challenging coursework.  A TI-83 Plus graphing calculator is required. 

PREREQUISITE: 85% in Geometry and Department approval.   

*A minimum average of 75% is required during the first semester to continue in the honors 

course second semester. 
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MA-583    PRE-CALCULUS 

(One Credit) HONORS 

Pre-Calculus continues the study of functions, including their graphs, inverses, and applications 

to problems solving.  Functions covered include polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, 

trigonometric, and a variety of special functions.  This course also integrates the concepts of 

algebra and geometry through the study of analytic geometry.  Included are the conic sections, 

transformation of coordinates, parametric equations, vectors, algebraic equations of higher 

degree, and curve fitting.  Students are introduced to the study of calculus.  A graphic calculator 

is required (TI-82, TI-83, TI-83 Plus, or IT-86). 

PREREQUISITE: 85% in Geometry & Algebra II and Department approval. 

 

MA-563      CALCULUS  

(One Credit)          HONORS 

Calculus is an abstract system consisting of certain assumptions and their logical consequences.  

The assumptions at the foundation of calculus are a set of statements about real numbers.  Topics 

in the course include functions and derivations, integration, continuity and limits, differential, 

applications of the derivative and differential and logarithmic and exponential functions.  A 

graphic calculator is required (TI-82, TI-83, TI-83 Plus, or IT-86). 

PREREQUISITE: 85% in Pre-Calculus and Department approval. 

 

MA-453    STATISTICS 

(1/2 Credit) 

This semester course is designed to teach principles of statistical decision theory, theories of 

estimation, hypothesis building/testing.  Many concepts of algebra will be used. 

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of Algebra II. 

 

MA-413   ADVANCED ALGEBRA 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is for students having successfully completed Algebra II.  Topics studied include 

algebraic and exponential functions, sequence, series, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic 

functions, matrices, sequences, and series.  A TI-83 Plus graphing calculator is required. 

PREREQUISITE:  MA-363 

 

MA-353   CONSUMER MATHEMATICS 

(One Credit) 

This is a course in applied business mathematics primarily for consumer use. Among the topics 

are personal cash and bank records; sales slips and taxes; unit and large quantity prices; wage 

income and deductions; budgeting; commissions; loans and installment savings, insurance and 

investments; home expenditures; automobile ownership costs; and property and income taxes. 

PREREQUISITE: Students cannot register for this course until they have taken all other math 

courses required for graduation. 
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THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 

A minimum of three Science credits is required for graduation. 

 

 

SCI-164    EARTH SCIENCE 

(One Credit)     LAB 

This full year course allows students to witness the hand of a mighty God across our planet in a 

multitude of ways.  Several disciplines are examined, including geology, conservation of 

resources and ecology, meteorology, and possibly astronomy.  Students regularly complete Study 

Guides for Content Mastery to assist them in conquering new material in each textbook chapter.  

Problem-Solving and Mini Labs are employed where hands-on labs are impractical. 

PREREQUISITE: Current enrollment in or successful completion of MA-153. 

 

SCI-254          BIOLOGY 

(One Credit)               LAB 

Biology is designed to provide a broad understanding of the fundamental principles of the life 

sciences.  Topics covered in the full year class include a review of basic chemistry, a study of 

biochemistry, an examination of cells and their structures, taxonomy (classification), a study of 

how certain organisms perform life activities, genetics and the origins of life.  Connection 

between what we see in nature and the loving Creator God who made each of us is easily and 

routinely made.   

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of SCI-164 and MA-153 or department approval; 9
th

 

graders wishing to take Biology – successful completion of Algebra I (MA-153), enrolled in 

Geometry, 80% in 8
th

 Grade Science or Department approval.   

 

SCI-504    HONORS BIOLOGY 

(One Credit)       LAB 

The Honors Biology course will cover the same topics as SCI-254, but this will include a more 

in-depth analysis of the topics.  Assignments and activities not assigned in SCI-254 will be the 

norm.  Laboratory activities are an important part of the learning experience 

PREREQUISITE: 80% average in SCI-164 (Earth Science) and MA-153 

All 9
th

 graders wishing to take the Honors class: 90% in Algebra I (MA-153), enrolled in 

Geometry, 90% in 8
th

 grade science, or Department approval 

 

SCI-354        CHEMISTRY 

(One Credit)               LAB 

This course studies matter at the atomic and molecular level.  Topics covered in this two-

semester class include atomic structure, periodic table trends, chemical bonding, chemical 

reactions, stoichiometry, states of matter, and oxidation-reduction reactions.  Laboratory 

activities are an integral part of the chemistry course. 

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of MA-263 and currently enrolled in MA-363 or MA-

533, 70% in SCI-254 or Department approval.  Students should not take this class concurrently 

with MA-263 (Geometry).    
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SCI-654         HONORS CHEMISTRY 

(One Credit)            LAB 

This course will cover the same topics as SCI-354.  Some will be covered more in-depth and 

others will be covered at a quicker pace allowing for additional topics to be covered, such as 

thermodynamics, organic chemistry, and the chemistry of life.  Laboratory activities will be an 

important part of the learning experience. 

PREREQUISITE: 90% (A-average) in SCI-254/504 and MA-263/523 and currently enrolled in 

MA-363 or MA-533 or Department approval. 

 

SCI-584   ADVANCED BIOLOGY 

(One Credit)           HONORS-LAB 

This two-semester class is designed to provide the student with an in-depth overview of major 

topics within the biological sciences.  These topics include biochemistry, cytology, genetics, 

origins, ecology, and a review of the major phyla within the five kingdoms of living organisms.  

This class is college level in approach. 

PREREQUISITE: 80% in SCI-254 and SCI-354 or Department approval 

 

SCI-554    PHYSICS 

(One Credit)          HONORS – LAB 

A study of the mathematical relationships between matter and energy in such areas as mechanics, 

heat, light, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear physics comprises this course.   

PREREQUISITE: 80% in MA-363 and 80% overall in science courses. 

RECOMMENDED: Concurrent enrollment in MA-583 or MA-563 or Department approval 

 

SCI-574     HUMAN HISTOLOGY/ANATOMY 

(One Credit)            HONORS- LAB 

This course in will expose the students to the major tissues of the human body as well as many of 

the major systems, including skeletal, muscular, circulatory, digestive, nervous and respiratory.  

Microscopic examination of tissues and dissection will be a major part of the class 

PREREQUISITE:  70% in SCI-254 and SCI-354 or Department approval 

 

SCI-564   CHESAPEAKE BAY SCIENCE 

(1/2 Credit)              LAB 

This course focuses on the biological and ecological aspects and issues of the Chesapeake  

Bay.  Importance is given to topics such as the identification and interactions of various species, 

exploration of the ecosystems around the Bay, and the socioeconomic impacts of the Bay‟s 

resources.  Part of the class will be outdoors and includes field trips.  This class will be offered 

during both semesters. 

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of SCI-254 and SCI-354 

 

SCI-444  INTRODUCTION TO FORENSIC SCIENCES 

(1/2 Credit)     LAB 

The course will focus on the role of science in criminal investigations.  Time will be spent 

learning about the working and limitations of the crime lab, as well as the values of physical 

evidence.  Case studies and simulated crime scenes will be used to enhance the student‟s 

learning. 

PREREQUISITE: 80% in all high school sciences or department approval 
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  THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

 

Three Social Studies credits are required for graduation.  The required course of studies is  

 

  Ninth Grade:  American Government 

  Tenth Grade:  World History 

  Eleventh Grade:  United States History 

  Twelfth Grade Recommended:  Electives 

 

SS-165    AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 

(One Credit) 

This course introduces the student to American government.  It emphasizes study skills, reading 

writing, and critical thinking.  Activities and projects enable the students to understand the scope 

and role of government and explain business and economic principles that affect their lives. 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

SS-515   HONORS AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 

(One Credit)    

This course introduces the student to American government.  It emphasizes study skills, reading, 

writing, and critical thinking.  Activities and projects enable the students to understand the scope 

and role of government to explain business and economic principles that affect their lives.  The 

student will also choose a current government issue to examine and study throughout the year 

through their current events and papers both semesters. 

PREREQUISITE: Minimum cumulative average of 85% and Department approval 

 

SS-255          WORLD HISTORY 
(One Credit) 

This course is designed to help the student learn about the past and to see how it affects today‟s 

society.  Political, social, and economics developments are examined in five major areas of 

study: ancient civilizations; golden ages in civilizations in India, China, and Africa; classical 

civilizations; the Middle Ages in Europe; and the Reformation and Renaissance.  The course 

stresses writing, reading, outlining skills, geography skills, and also examines the historical 

method using primary sources such as diaries, letters and literature. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-165 

 

SS-525    HONORS WORLD HISTORY 

(One Credit) 

This course is designed to help the student learn about the past and to see how it affects today‟s 

society.  Political, social, and economic developments of the following ages are examined:  

ancient civilization; classical civilizations; the Middle Ages in Europe; golden ages in 

civilizations in India, China and Africa; the Reformation and Renaissance; the Age of  

Enlightenment; French Revolution; Napoleonic Era; the Age of Absolutism; and the course will 

culminate with the study of World War I.  This course will require extensive outside reading and 

research, research papers, student presentations, and active discussion. 

PREREQUISITE: Minimum cumulative average of 85% and Department approval 
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SS-395      PSYCHOLOGY 

(1/2 Credit) 

This is an overview of Psychology and its applications to everyday life.  Students will study the 

various theories and methods that have developed over time in this field.  Students will study the 

individual and the human experience in order to better appreciate who we are as God‟s creation.  

This course is offered in the fall semester. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-165, SS-255 and Junior or Senior standing 

 

SS-385      SOCIOLOGY 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course will introduce the student to the dynamics of society, to its social organization and 

its institutions, as well as to the major theories and perspectives pertinent to the study of society 

and the methods utilized in this study.  Topics will include culture, socialization, social groups, 

deviance, race/ethnicity, social stratification, the economy, gender, age, family, and education.  

This course is offered in the spring semester. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-165, SS-255 and Junior or Senior standing 

 

SS-465    18
th

 and 19
th

 CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is designed to guide the student through major trends in world history from the 

Revolutionary period (American and French) to the turn of the 20
th

 century.  The course follows 

the transformation of the countries of Europe from a collection of absolute monarchies into the 

democracies and authoritarian states of the 20
th

 Century.  Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin 

America will be considered, for the most part, with respect to the influence/interference of 

European countries in these areas.  This course is offered in the fall semester. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-255 or 525 and Junior or Senior standing 

 

SS-475    20
th

 CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is a survey of global trends in the 20
th

 century. It will examine selected 20
th

 century 

topics integrating the history of Europe, the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Major concepts include 

the decline of imperialism, nationalism, political revolution, global conflict, and peace building. 

This course is offered in the spring semester. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-255 or 525 and Junior or Senior standing 

 

SS-485        CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN UNITED STATES HISTORY: 2000-PRESENT 

(1/2 Credit) 

Contemporary Issues in United States History: 2000-Present, provides students with an 

opportunity to critically examine the role that the United States has in the world today.  Students 

will study major historical developments in U.S. History since 2000 and examine the impact 

these developments have on the shaping of U.S. History.  The course will examine political, 

social, economic and international developments that define who and what the United States is 

today.  This course is offered in the spring semester. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-355 or 555 
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SS-455  SELECTED TOPICS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY: 1950-2000 

(1/2 Credit)  

Selected Topics in United States History: 1950-2000, is designed to provide a wide-ranging 

knowledge of recent United States history to help you grasp the contemporary and historical 

importance of events, trends, and individual actions. It will highlight connections between 

cultural, political, social, and economic developments; since the United States rose to 

superpower status during this era, American diplomacy will also be evaluated. This course is 

offered in the fall semester. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-355 or SS-555 

 

SS-355    UNITED STATES HISTORY 

(One Credit) 

This course discusses major themes in United States history 1876 through the twentieth century.  

Social, political, and economic aspects will be analyzed by reading daily assignments, writing 

essays, and composing research papers. Current events are monitored through weekly 

assignments.  This course stresses writing, reading, outlining skills, geography skills, and the 

historical method. 

PREREQUISITE: SS-255 

 

SS-555   HONORS UNITED STATES HISTORY 

(One Credit) 

This course discusses major themes in United States history form 1876 through the twentieth 

century.  Social, political, and economic aspects will be analyzed by reading daily assignments, 

writing essays, and composing research papers and/or book reviews.  Current events are 

monitored through weekly assignments.  This course stresses writing, reading, outlining skills, 

geography skills, and historical method.  The student will be expected to do outside readings and 

research, student presentations, and to participate actively in discussion. 

PREREQUISITE: Minimum cumulative average of 85% and Department approval 

 

SS-375     ECONOMICS 

(1/2 Credit)  

Economics introduces the student to the study of economics through reading, researching, and 

writing about the many facets of macroeconomics.  Responsible Christian stewardship is stressed 

within the various topics discussed.  In addition to the regular economics course of study, in 

certain class sections students will organize and operate a business through the Junior 

Achievement Applied Economics Program.  This course is taught in the fall semester. 

PREREQUISITE: Junior or Senior standing 

 

SS-435   INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN LAW 

(1/2 Credit) 

American Law is designed to introduce the student to the principles and components of the 

American legal system.  By reading, discussing, and researching, the student will gain a clearer 

understanding of how the law is formulated, enforced, and applied to their individual lives.  This 

course is taught in the spring semester. 

PREREQUISITE: Junior or Senior standing 
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SS-535   ADVANCED AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 

(1/2 Credit)     HONORS 

This semester course consists of two components.  First, a general survey of American 

government will be conducted through independent reading.  Second, the origins of American 

political system, the political process, law and the influence of local government will be 

discussed and critically analyzed through essays, research papers, extensive reading, class 

discussion, and field trips.  This course is taught in the spring semester. 

PREREQUISITE: 85% in SS-355 and Department approval 

 

SS-545    MODERN UNITED STATES HISTORY 

(1/2 Credit)     HONORS 

This semester course examines the history of the United States from World War II to the present.  

Through reading, discussion, and lecture, the student will gain a greater understanding of the 

events and policies that have affected the United States since the war.  The emphasis is on 

reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.  All tests are essay.  Long-term writing assignments 

include, but are not limited to, a book review, film review and a position paper.  This course is 

taught in the fall semester. 

PREREQUISITE: 85% in SS-355 and Department approval 

 

 

 

THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

 

VISUAL ARTS PROGRAM 

Visual art courses are designed to develop student awareness and communication skills, to 

encourage imaginative expression, and to promote a sense of accomplishment.   The courses 

listed below are electives and meet for one semester each. 

 

FA-126        FUNDAMENTALS OF ART 

(1/2 Credit)     

This course will introduce upper school students to the basics to art and challenge them to use 

their new skills to produce finished art in a variety of mediums.  Projects include drawing, pen & 

ink, color theory, art elements and principles unit, painting, collage, ceramics, etching, 

printmaking and art history.  Each student is required to participate in the art show by exhibiting 

a work of art. 

 

FA-236     ART I 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is structured to challenge and improve the skills of students interested in art.  The 

various projects and units will prepare students for college courses in visual art.  Projects include 

drawing, painting, a study of the system of perspective, an art history unit, printmaking and 

ceramic sculpture.  Each student is required to participate in the art show by exhibiting one piece 

of artwork. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-126 
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FA-356      ART II 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is designed to prepare students for a level of skill in conceptualization, composition, 

and technical work that will enable them to succeed in introductory level college art courses.  

Projects include drawing in several mediums, painting with emphasis on color mixing and 

technical skill, art history and reduction carving sculpture.  Each student is required to participate 

in the art show by exhibiting a work of art. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-126 and 236 

 

FA-416    ADVANCED STUDIO ART 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is designed to prepare students for introductory level college art courses.  Students 

improve their technical skills and find solutions to more complex composition and conceptual 

problems.  Students work more independently in their own choice of mediums toward the end of 

the semester in order to improve their production scheduling and time management skills.  

Projects include advanced drawing skills, visual communications concepts, the compositional 

challenge of creating artwork in series, exploring new mediums, or bringing technical abilities to 

a higher level in a personal area concentration.  Each student is required to participate in the art 

show by exhibiting a work of art. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-126, 236 and 356 

 

FA-326S    COMPUTER GRAPHICS I 

(1/2 Credit)   

Students will learn the fundamentals of computer graphics by using Photoshop.  Students will 

learn the basic tools for the program, while creating different types of artwork.  The skills are 

taught I a progression, building on the previous skills learned.  The students will use the 

principles and elements of art that they have learned in Fundamentals of Art. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-236 and BUS-338 

 

FA-626    COMPUTER GRAPHICS II 

(1/2 Credit) 

The students will use the skills and tools that they learned in Computer Graphics I, to create 

more complex graphic art projects.  „Clients‟ will present the projects.  The students will have to 

present the best solution to the requirements of the „client‟. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-326 

 

FA-386           PHOTOGRAPHY I 

(1/2 Credit) 

This is a semester course that is designed to give a practical as well as theoretical knowledge of 

the scientific and artistic aspects of photography.  Students will learn to develop both negatives 

and photographs.  Students are responsible for a $30 material fee plus the expense of film and 

paper.  All students must have access to an adjustable SLR 35mm camera.  Class size is limited 

to 12 students.  This course is taught in fall semester. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-126 
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FA-486          PHOTOGRAPHY II 

(1/2 Credit) 

This is a semester course for those students who have completed Photography I.  It is an 

advanced study of technical, aesthetic and practical uses of photography.  Topics include 

combining negatives, toning prints, emulsion transfers and collages.  Students are responsible for 

a $30 material fee plus the expense of photo paper and film.  All students must have access to an 

adjustable SLR 35mm camera.  Class size is limited to 12 students. This course is taught in the 

spring semester. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-126, FA-386 and Instructor approval.   

 

FA-146      ACTING I 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course will introduce students to basic acting techniques.  Students will look at various 

methods of acting through the reading of selections of plays and group activities.  They will also 

learn the basics of oral interpretation skills, warm-up procedures, vocal techniques, and character 

development.  Students will act alone and in groups of two or more. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-336 

 

FA-156     ACTING II 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course will help students further develop their acting skills.  Students will be able to perfect 

and perform monologues, duet scenes and basic dance steps as well as fully understand the 

audition process.  Through individual practice and personal coaching by the instructor, students 

will also gain knowledge of a variety of plays available while learning how to analyze and 

perform quality scripts. 

PREREQUISITE: FA-146 

 

FA-336   INTRODUCTION TO THEATER 

(1/2 Credit) 

This semester course is designed to increase the student‟s awareness and enjoyment of the 

theater.  Attention is given to many forms of drama throughout history.  Students will read and 

analyze plays, present short scenes, and become aware of set building and costumes, as well as 

the roles of people that are involved in production. 

 

FA-346     YEARBOOK 

(One Credit) 

This course will introduce students to the planning and production of a yearbook.  Students will 

learn the principles of layout, theme development, business management, basic photography, and 

typography.  They will also be taught to use Adobe Photoshop, and be involved in producing the 

BLS yearbook. This is a full year course. 

PREREQUISITE:  FA-236 and ENG-152  
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     THE MUSIC PROGRAM 

 

FA-246     PREP BAND 

(One Credit) 

This year course is designed to be a preparatory class for students that are not ready for the 

Concert Band.  One year minimum experience is required. It is also open to students that have a 

serious desire to learn a band instrument and have previous instrumental experience.  Emphasis 

is placed on developing all fundamental skills, technique, music theory, and ensemble skills.  

Several performances will take place during the year, both on and off campus. 

PREREQUISITE: Audition 

 

FA-286     JAZZ BAND 

(1/2 Credit) 

This upper level course is designed to teach students the fundamental elements of jazz 

performance. Instruments included are saxophones, trumpets, trombones, piano, guitar, bass, and 

percussion.  Jazz band is very popular and is invited to perform at numerous events; several of 

these performances are on the weekends.  The group meets at 7:30 a.m. two days a week. 

Students must be punctual and are expected to practice outside of class time.  

PREREQUISITE:  Audition; one prepared piece of jazz repertoire; various scales; one sight 

reading piece 

 

FA-256          CONCERT CHOIR 

(One Credit) 

Concert Choir students must have a desire and demonstrate a willingness to learn fundamental 

note and rhythm reading.  Accurate intonation, projection and articulation are also expected.  

Emphasis is placed on music performance development for the group and for the individual.  

Opportunities for student accompaniment, conducting, and solo work are made available.  The 

purpose of the Concert Choir primarily involves service:  school worship services, church 

services, community functions and school concerts.  Performances are scheduled both within and 

outside the normal school day.  An extended tour is planned for every other school year. 

PREREQUISITE: Audition and interview with the instructor 

 

FA-226          CONCERT BAND 

(One credit) 

This one year course is a performance-oriented ensemble that is open to all students that played a 

band instrument in middle school.  Emphasis is placed on developing skills, technique, theory, 

ensemble skills, and on preparing students to perform for college (as needed). The concert band 

will perform at on and off campus events. Attendance is expected for all performances and is 

included as a component in student grades.  

PREREQUISITE: Completion of middle school band and/or audition 

 

 

FA-566            HONORS CONCERT BAND 

(One Credit) 

Students may take Concert Band as an honors level class. In addition to completing the 

requirements of FA-266, students will be expected to participate and to perform in small 

ensembles, mentor middle school band students, and compose an original work or write a 

research paper on a given topic.  A study of music theory will be necessary. This course will help 

prepare students for musical opportunities after graduation.  

PREREQUISITE:  At least one year in Concert Band, audition and permission from instructor 
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FA-266                                         SYMPHONIC WINDS 

(One Credit) 

This performance-oriented, upper level year course is open to 10-12th grade instrumental 

students that have completed Concert Band and to 9th grade students that can demonstrate an 

advanced level of playing.  The Symphonic Winds will represent BLS in numerous performances 

and will be considered Baltimore Lutheran‟s premier instrumental ensemble.  Emphasis is placed 

on mastering fundamental skills, technique, music theory, ensemble skills, and on preparing 

students for musical experiences after graduating.  In addition, students will have the opportunity 

to perform in small groups and will be given individual practice time. 

Performances include, but are not limited to BLS concerts, local Lutheran schools and churches, 

Homecoming football game, graduation, and a bi-annual band tour. 

PREREQUISITE: Audition or FA-246 

 

FA-566                              HONORS SYMPHONIC WINDS 

(One Credit) 

Students may take Symphonic Winds as an honors level class. The class will meet at the same 

time as FA-266. In addition to completing the requirements of FA-266, students will be expected 

to participate and to perform in small ensembles, attend professional concerts, mentor elementary 

band students, and compose an original work/or write a research paper. Independent study of 

advanced music theory will also be required. The honors level symphonic winds will help 

prepare students that plan to study music in college. 

PREREQUISITE:   Instructor approval 

 

FA-196     HANDBELLS 

(1/2 Credit) 

Students will learn the basics of handbell technique and performance as well as note reading, 

music theory, and form.  The class will be expected to perform with the goal of representing BLS 

at school concerts, local churches, and area Lutheran schools.  Knowledge of musical notes and 

reading music is helpful but not mandatory.  No experience with handbells is required. 

PREREQUISITE:  None 

 

 

FA-186    INTRODUCTION TO GUITAR 

(1/2 Credit) 

This semester course is designed to introduce the student to the basics of playing the guitar.  

Beginning concepts include note reading, rhythm reading, chords, tablature, form and basic song 

structure. Many styles of music will be explored. Acoustic guitars will be used primarily. There 

are a very limited number of guitars available to rent from the school; however, they must stay at 

school. Students are strongly encouraged to purchase a guitar so that they may practice at home. 

PREREQUISITE:  None 

 

FA-396    INTERMEDIATE GUITAR 

(1/2 Credit) 

This semester course is a continuation of FA-186. Concepts include note reading, rhythm 

reading, chords, music theory, scales, tablature, mild soloing, and music theory. Many styles of 

music will be explored. Students should have either an acoustic or electric guitar. Advanced 

players may be assigned individual assignments. 

PREREQUISITE:  FA-186 or audition and instructor approval 
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THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

Modern and Classical Languages 

 

PHILOSOPHY:  The Foreign Language program aims to build a better understanding of and 

appreciation for other cultures.  The goal of the program is to develop skills to allow the student 

to be able to communicate in the target language to heighten awareness of the culture and 

customs of others. 

 

THE GERMAN PROGRAM 

 

LAN-137            GERMAN I 

(One Credit) 

This course emphasizes the German grammar, pronunciation, and basic vocabulary.  Students 

will be expected to use this information to read, write, and speak the German language at an 

introductory level throughout the course.  To aid this development, aspects of German culture are 

studied and compared to the United States.  Students also have use of computer technology to aid 

grammar and cultural understanding. 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

LAN-237     GERMAN II 

The second level of German is designed to further the students‟ understanding of German 

grammar and usage.  The students‟ knowledge of English grammar is strengthened by exposure 

to the similarities and differences between the German and English languages.  Students will 

begin reading and writing simple stories, and are encouraged to converse as much as possible in 

the target language.  Students will continue to be exposed to German culture and life through the 

video series, Fokus Deutsch. 

PREREQUISITE: 75% or better in German I 

 

 

LAN-337     GERMAN III 

(One Credit) 

The third level of German is designed to further the students‟ active usage of the target language.  

Students are expected to converse and learn in German.  While grammar is reviewed as needed, 

emphasis is placed on reading and writing with attention toward developing an individual 

interest in the language. 

PREREQUISITE: 80% in German II or Instructor approval 

 

LAN-437     GERMAN IV 

(One Credit)        HONORS 

The fourth level of German is designed to guide students to proficiency in the German language.  

Students will be exposed to a variety of German literature, from poetry to short stories and fairy 

tales.  The course will be conducted in German and students are expected to actively participate 

in the furthering of their own conversational and writing skills. 

PREREQUISITE: 81% in German III and Instructor approval 

 

LAN-537     GERMAN V 

(One Credit)       HONORS 

PREREQUISITE: Instructor approval 
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     THE LATIN PROGRAM 

 

LAN-117     LATIN I 

(One Credit) 

This course focuses on the basics of Latin grammar while reinforcing English grammar.  

Students will read stories written in Latin and will develop their abilities to translate and 

compose Latin sentences.  They will also build a greater English vocabulary.  Students will 

become acquainted with the Lord‟s Prayer in Latin as well as several mottos, phrases, and 

Scripture verses.  Roman culture and mythology as well as how Latin is used in science will be 

explored. 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

LAN-217     LATIN II 

(One Credit) 

This course continues the study of grammar and vocabulary begun in the first year of Latin.  

Students will sharpen their English language skills as they continue to develop their proficiency 

in Latin translation and composition.  They will read more complex Latin stories and Scripture 

verses from the Latin Vulgate Bible.  Roman history, as well as the use of Latin in the field of 

law will be studied. 

PREREQUISITE: 75% or higher in Latin I and Instructor approval 

 

LAN-317     LATIN III 

(One Credit) 

During the first semester of this course students will complete their mastery of Latin grammar.  

The second semester will include selections from the writings of Livy, Caesar, Pliny, and Cicero.  

Major emphasis is place on the ability to translate original texts utilizing the grammar and syntax 

practiced and learned in earlier courses.  Church Latin, as well as how Latin is used in the fields 

of health and medicine, will be explored. 

PREREQUISITE: 81% or higher in Latin II and Instructor approval 

 

LAN-417     LATIN IV 

(One Credit)     HONORS 

Students taking this honors level course will read excerpts from a wide range of Latin prose 

literature including selections from the writings of Ovid, Martial, Cattulus, Cicero, Livy, Horace, 

Augustine, and Thomas Aquinas.  In addition, students will continue to read passages from the 

Latin Vulgate Bible and to explore the connection of Latin to English through the study of 

derivates. 

PREREQUISITE: A grade of 85% or higher in Latin III 

 

 

THE SPANISH PROGRAM 

 

LAN-147     SPANISH I 

(One Credit)      

This course introduces the student to the basic skills required for language fluency in Spanish.  

The student will participate actively in class by listening, speaking, reading and writing in the 

target language.  The class will be introduced to culture and history of the Spanish speaking 

countries in our world. 

PREREQUISITE: None 
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LAN-247                SPANISH II 

(One Credit) 

This course continues to develop the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing learned in the first year course helping the student acquire higher levels of fluency. The 

class will emphasize more complicated conversation, reading and writing activities. Students will 

increase their awareness of culture and history of the Spanish speaking countries.  

PREREQUISITE:  70% or higher in Spanish I 

 

LAN-347                SPANISH III 

(One Credit) 

This course continues to develop higher levels of language fluency emphasizing grammatical 

structures. The class will participate daily using their acquired skills from the previous courses 

by reading a variety of novels, poetry, modern and classical literature, listen to contemporary 

music, news broadcasts, and films. The student will acquire skills required for the SAT II tests 

through this course of study. Students will be required to complete a summer portfolio of 

assignments to be evaluated prior to the course. 

PREREQUISITE:  83% or higher in Spanish II for the 2008-2009 Academic Year; 85% or 

higher in Spanish II starting with the 2009-2010 Academic Year.  

 

LAN-447                               SPANISH LANGUAGE IV 

(One Credit)                         HONORS                                        

The student will continue to work on their language proficiency as they are immersed with a 

variety of literature, periodicals, films, and music selections. There is also concentration on 

composition and reading of short literary selections, specifically those dealing with Spanish 

literature from Latin America and Europe. The study of grammar includes more specialized and 

difficult structures; vocabulary development continues at the advanced level. 

The course will be conducted in Spanish. Students will be required to complete a summer 

portfolio of assignments to be evaluated prior to the course. 

PREREQUISITE: 85% or higher in LAN-347 and Instructor Approval.  

LAN-547                                             SPANISH LITERATURE  

(One Credit)                                                      HONORS 

This semester course of Modern Spanish Literature emphasizing the variety of Hispanic cultures 

throughout the world and in our nation. The students will learn about the Spanish-speaking 

nation‟s influence of arts and crafts, culinary arts, visual arts, music, and history. The course will 

be conducted in Spanish. The student will read, analyze, write and discuss about the various 

authors and literary works of the Americas and Europe.  The course will be conducted in 

Spanish. Students will be required to complete a summer portfolio of assignments to be 

evaluated prior to the course. 

PREREQUISITE:  85% or higher in LAN-447 and Instructor Approval.            

 

 

THE FRENCH PROGRAM 

 

LAN-127                                                    FRENCH I 
(One Credit) 

This course enables the student to exercise aural and oral skills as well as to read and write the 

language.  Students are introduced to the language patterns, vocabulary, and culture of France 

and other French-speaking cultures. 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 
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LAN-227                                                   FRENCH II 
(One Credit) 

This course continues to develop the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing.  French II also continues to develop the objectives of French I, with emphasis on more 

complicated conversation, reading, and writing activities.  Students will increase their awareness 

of French culture and history. 

PREREQUISITE: 75% or better in French I 

 

LAN-327                                 FRENCH III  
(One Credit) 

This course allows the student to apply the skills gained in French I and II. The emphasis is on 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. There is also concentration on composition and reading 

of short literary selections, specifically those dealing with French and Francophone culture, 

geography, and history. Important authors and themes in French literature will be introduced. 

The study of grammar includes more specialized and difficult structures; vocabulary 

development continues at the advanced level. 

PREREQUISITE: 80% in LAN-227 or Instructor approval 

 

LAN-427                                 FRENCH IV 
(One Credit)     HONORS                                        

This course allows the student to build on skills gained in French I, II and III. They are immersed 

with a variety of literature, films, and supplementary selections.  Students will make connections 

French and francophone history and culture through the study of literature and films.  The study 

of grammar includes more specialized and difficult structures; vocabulary development 

continues at the advanced level.  The course is conducted in French. Students are expected to 

actively participate in class discussions, presentations and quarterly projects.   

PREREQUISITE: 80% in LAN-327 or Instructor approval 

 

 

 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

 

PHILOSOPHY:  The aim of physical education is to develop an interest in physical activity as an 

essential component of an active, healthy lifestyle. You must complete 1 ½ credits of Physical 

Education for graduation. One-half credit must be Health; the other one credit may be from the 

Athletic P.E. selections, PE I, PE II or any combination thereof.

PE-189     HEALTH 
(1/2 Credit) 

This course is designed to educate students about a variety of health topics relevant to both their 

current and future wellness. Areas of emphasis include stress management, nutrition, weight 

management, fitness, substance abuse, endocrine and reproductive health, pregnancy, childbirth 

and sexually transmitted disease. Daily participation in class discussion is a significant portion of 

each student‟s grade. There is a final exam preceded by several days of review done in a game-

like format. 
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PE-189IS      HEALTH ONLINE COURSE 
(1/2 Credit)  

Health education topics include: mental health, body systems, physical fitness, nutrition, 

substance abuse, diseases, consumer health, environmental health, and safety. Students work at 

their own pace by submitting a series of assignments and taking one or more examinations. 

There are deadlines for completing assignments, tests and the course. More information may be 

obtained by requesting the course syllabus. Health Online is taught during the summer and 

there is an additional fee. 

PREREQUISITE: Completion of the Independent Study Form and knowledge of basic computer 

operations. 

 

PE-119     GIRLS PHYSICAL EDUCATION I  

(1/2 CREDIT) 

This course provides a variety of game and fitness activities and encourages daily physical 

activity as a life choice. Participation provides 35 of the 60 minutes of physical activity 

recommended for teens. Daily participation is the primary basis for grading and a quiz will 

accompany each unit. Activities include bocce, croquet, ultimate frisbee, frisbee golf, mini-golf, 

horseshoes, step aerobics/dance, pilates, light weight work, badminton, and pickleball. If class 

enrollment is sufficient, field hockey, soccer and basketball may be offered as well. This class is 

offered during the fall semester.  There is a final exam. 

 

PE-239      GIRLS PHYSICAL EDUCATION II 

(1/2 CREDIT) 

This course provides a variety of game and fitness activities like those offered in PE I. 

Participation provides 35 of the 60 minutes of physical activity recommended for teens. Daily 

participation is the primary basis for grading and a quiz will accompany each unit.  Activities 

include bocce, croquet, ultimate frisbee, frisbee golf, mini-golf, horseshoes, step aerobics/dance, 

pilates, light weight work, badminton and pickleball.  If class enrollment is sufficient, volleyball 

and lacrosse may be offered as well. This class is offered in the spring semester.  There is a final 

exam. 

 

PE-129   BOYS PHYSICAL EDUCATION I 

(1/2 Credit) 

This course is formatted to give each student a strong knowledge of team sports through the 

following:  speedball,  touch football, soccer, volleyball, and floor hockey.  Students will be 

involved in discussions of rules and strategy, appropriate drills, practice games and actual 

competitions or tournaments.  A daily period of stretching, jump rope skill, calisthenics, and 

cardiovascular workout will be a part of this course.  Students will be tested in each unit.  There 

is a cumulative final. 

PREREQUISITE:  None.  This course is taught in the fall semester. 

 

PE-249   BOYS PHYSICAL EDUCATION II 

(1/2 credit) 

This course is formatted to give each student a strong knowledge of lifetime sports through the 

following activities:  bocce ball, horse shoes, basketball, badminton, lacrosse, kickball and 

softball.  Students will be involved in discussions of rules and strategy, appropriate drills, 

practice games and actual competitions and tournaments.  A daily period of stretching, jump rope 

skill, calisthenics, and cardiovascular workout will be a part of this course.  Students will be 

tested in each unit.  There is a cumulative final. 

PREREQUISITE:  None.  This course is taught in the spring semester. 
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PE-329   WEIGHT TRAINING I 

(1/2 credit) 

This semester course concentrates on weight training methods using free weights, universal 

equipment and various cardiovascular activities.  Each student will use a personal fitness 

program approved by the teacher to help fit their needs athletically or for a healthier lifestyle.  

Students will also gain a knowledge of nutritional foods and current events in weight training.  

The student is required to write 6 1-2 page papers throughout the semester.  They will submit a 

binder at the end of the semester showing their progress in lifting and cardiovascular activities 

throughout the semester. 

PREREQUISITE:  None.  This course is an elective course taken in the fall semester. 

 

PE-429   WEIGHT TRAINING II 

(1/2 credit) 

This semester course concentrates on weight training methods using free weights, universal 

equipment and various cardiovascular activities.  Each student will use a personal fitness 

program approved by the teacher to help fit their needs athletically or for a healthier lifestyle.  

Students will also gain  knowledge of nutritional foods and the importance of going to a gym in 

weight training.  The student is required to write 6 1-2 page papers throughout the semester.  

They will track their progress in lifting and cardiovascular activities on a weekly basis and 

present a 5 minute presentation at the end of the semester describing their weight training 

program and how it worked. 

PREREQUISITE:  None.  This course is an elective course taught in the spring semester 

 

 

ATHLETES P.E. 

 

Athletes P.E. is offered as a semester course and is designed for training and conditioning 

specific to seasonal sports sanctioned by the MIAA and IAAM and Baltimore Lutheran School. 

Athletes P.E. is a pass/fail course that may be used to fulfill the one unit of P.E. required for 

graduation; it cannot be used to fulfill the Health requirement and it cannot be used towards 

elective credits that are required for graduation.  Students who plan to use Athletes P.E. to fulfill 

graduation requirements must obtain the approval of the coaching staff and the upper school 

principal (or guidance office). Upon receiving approval, students will submit Athletes P.E. forms 

to the athletic director no later than 4-weeks into the sport season for which the student is 

requesting Athlete P.E. credit. Receiving credit for Athletes P.E. is predicated upon the student 

athlete making the team and finishing the season:  attendance at all practices and games is 

required.  Thus, an athlete who is injured and is unable to participate will receive a “withdraw 

medical exemption” and receive no credit. Students who drop Athletes P.E. after the drop 

deadline will receive a “withdraw fail” mark. All decisions about the disposition of withdraw fail 

marks are to be determined on a case-by-case basis by the athletic director, coaches, and BLS 

administration.   

 

Note:  Students shall not rely on taking Athletes P.E. in the second semester of their senior year 

to fulfill P.E. requirements.  Students who have not completed the required documentation for 

Athletes P.E. by the end of the 4
th

 week of the sport season will not receive P.E. credit for the 

course. 

 

PREREQUISITE: Coaching Staff approval and Guidance Office approval 
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ATHLETES P.E. COURSES: 

 

APE-100   A.P.E. BASKETBALL- GIRLS JV/VARSITY 

APE-101   A.P.E. CHEERLEADING 

APE-102   A.P.E. CROSS COUNTRY 

APE-103   A.P.E. GOLF 

APE-104   A.P.E. SOCCER  

APE-105   A.P.E. SOFTBALL 

APE-106    A.P.E  TENNIS GIRLS 

APE-107   A.P.E. TRACK GIRLS 

APE-108   A.P.E. VOLLEYBALL 

APE-109   A.P.E. BASEBALL 

APE-110   A.P.E. BASKETBALL- BOYS JV/VARSITY 

APE-111   A.P.E. FOOTBALL 

APE-112   A.P.E. TENNIS BOYS 

APE-113   A.P.E. TRACK BOYS 

APE-114   A.P.E. WRESTLING 

APE-116   A.P.E. LACROSSE 

APE-117   A.P.E. FIELD HOCKEY 

 

 

A.P.E. 115   INDEPENDENT STUDY PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(1/2 Credit) 

The Independent Study Physical Education course is offered to students who are involved in an 

off-campus competitive sport. The independent study format is acceptable only if the 

activity/sport is not offered at Baltimore Lutheran High School and the student is spending a 

minimum of 5 hours/week to train for competition. Typical activity/sport examples include ice- 

skating, gymnastics and swimming. All petitions for Independent Study P.E. must be signed by 

the student‟s counselor, P.E. Department chair, and the principal. All independent study 

activities must be monitored, supervised and verified by a qualified instructor, coach, or trainer. 

Independent Study P.E. may not be used to satisfy your elective requirements for a BLS diploma, 

however, it does count toward satisfying your P.E. credits. The student will receive a Pass/Fail 

grade for this course. 

 

 

 

THE BUSINESS/COMPUTER EDUCATION PROGRAM

 

BUS-378               CAREER DEVELOPMENT  
(1/2 Credit) 

This course is designed to be taken in a student‟s sophomore or junior year with the intention of 

developing a specific comprehensive career path.  It provides an introduction to management, 

marketing, advertising, and other career fields.  The student will analyze and assess his/her 

personal interests and skills, and receive an overview of various career fields and opportunities.  

From the personality inventory and the career information, the student will develop a specific 

career path including educational plans and the necessary financial plans to achieve these goals.  

Business communications will be implemented to develop a resume and cover letter, including 

references.  Upon completion of the final project, the student shall have a detailed career path 

designed. 

PREREQUISITES:  None 



 36 

BUS-338                            FUNDAMENTALS OF TECHNOLOGY 
(1/2 Credit) 

The use of software applications is taught through the context of the other curriculum areas. The 

following skills are taught: information retrieval, word processing, spreadsheets, databases, 

desktop publishing, and graphics. 

PREREQUISITES: None. This is a required course for all freshmen 

 

BUS-398                         FUNDAMENTALS OF TECHNOLOGY 
(1/2 Credit)    INDEPENDENT STUDY 

The use of software applications is taught through the context of the other curriculum areas. The 

following skills are taught: information retrieval, word processing, spreadsheets, databases, 

desktop publishing, and graphics. This will be delivered through an online, independent study 

format. Fundamentals of Technology Independent Study is only offered during the summer and 

there is an additional fee attached. 

PREREQUISITES: None.   

 

BUS-388                 PERSONAL FINANCE 
(1/2 Credit) 

This is a course in math for daily life. It will consist primarily of topics that will aid the student 

during college and young adulthood. Among the topics discussed will be credit, loans, checking 

accounts, and budgeting. Emphasis will be placed on taxes, how to invest, and how not to 

overspend.  

PREREQUISITE: Students cannot take this course until they have taken all required math 

courses.  

 

 

THE STUDENT AID AND RESOURCE PROGRAM 

(S.T.A.R. PROGRAM) 

 

This program is offered only to students with a diagnosed learning disability.  Applicants to the 

program must apply through the Admissions Office.  Class size is limited and applicants must 

meet specific admissions requirements.  

 

AN-150                                           DIRECTED STUDY 
(1/2 Credit for full year) 

Study techniques and various cognitive skills are taught in small groups.  Teacher-directed study 

time is supplemented by individualized tutoring; academic performance is monitored. 

                                                            

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

SA- 490   STUDENT ASSISTANT (full year) 

(1/2 Credit) 

SA- 470   STUDENT ASSISTANT (first semester) 

(No Credit) 

SA- 480   STUDENT ASSITANT (second semester) 

(No Credit) 

As a senior assistant, you are assigned a teacher to assist for the school year. You will help the 

instructor with various tasks. You may serve as a student assistant for one semester, however, to 

earn the half credit, you must serve as an assistant for the whole year.   

PREREQUISITE: Senior in good academic and disciplinary standing 
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FP- 490   SENIOR FREE PERIOD (first semester) 

(NO CREDIT) 

 

FP- 491   SENIOR FREE PERIOD (second semester) 

(NO CREDIT) 

A senior may request a free period. The free period will be scheduled for eighth period only. To 

be granted a free period, a student must be in good academic and disciplinary standing. If a 

student is failing one or more classes at the end of a quarter or semester, the free period may be 

removed and replaced with a study hall for period of time determined by the Upper School 

Principal. Students who have a free period must either be in the designated areas or leave campus 

and not return, unless participating in or attending a co-curricular activity. 

 

 

HS     STUDY HALL 
(No Credit) 

Study Halls are designed to provide students some time during the school day to accomplish the 

following objectives and provide a quiet time to do homework or enrich themselves in a mentally 

stimulating way; provide an opportunity to take care of school related items which would 

otherwise detract from classroom time.  

 

The following expectations will be met in all study halls in order to accomplish the 

aforementioned objectives: 

 all students are to be mentally active with quiet study, reading, or other approved 

enrichment activity 

 adequate materials are to be brought to the study hall in order that the entire time is used 

wisely 

 using the resources of the school library by permission with a pass from the classroom 

teacher secured ahead of time 

 the classroom teacher or administrator may use this time to see a student for class work, 

make-up work, or counseling. The student would have the same option to request to see a 

teacher or administrator 

 

   Courses Offered via Distance Learning Lab 

 

DISTANCE LEARNING  

DL-901 (first semester) 

DL-902 (second semester) 

Each semester Baltimore Lutheran School offers at least one distance learning course from a 

college or university, typically from an institution that is part of the Concordia University 

System. In the past we have offered psychology, sociology, and economics. The classes offered 

vary from semester to semester depending on what we can arrange with a college or university. 

If your student successfully completes a distance learning class, they will receive three college 

credits (awarded by the college, not BLS) and receive high school credit equivalent to an honors 

level class. Since there is college credit involved, there is an extra charge for taking a distance 

learning class and the students must purchase their own textbooks. If you would like more 

information about upcoming distance learning classes and the additional cost involved, please 

contact Baltimore Lutheran School. College courses taken outside of this program are not 

granted high school credit. 
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NOTE ON COURSE CHANGES: Students are given a window of time to initiate course 

changes free of charge. After that period expires a fee is charged for changing a course. If a 

student is withdrawing from a course, they must complete and submit a course withdrawal form. 

This form may be obtained from the Guidance Office. If a student is withdrawing from a course, 

a “WP” will show on their transcript signifying the student was passing at the time of 

withdrawal. If a student is withdrawing from a course and does not have a passing grade, a “WF” 

will show on the student‟s transcript. Students in a full year (one credit) honors course may 

change to a regular section of that course. However, a student may not, after the first two weeks 

of the school year, change from a regular section of a full year (one credit) course to an honors 

section due to the content that has been covered and the advancement of the teaching and 

learning that has already occurred in the course.  

 

 

Drop/Add Timetable 

The following chart details policies governing course changes in the Upper School. When adding 

or dropping courses, students and parents may not request a particular subject area teacher. 

 

Time Period Credit Transcript Credit 

Until the end of 

second week of  

school in each semester 

 

Drop any course 

 

Add one semester or 

full-year course 

No notation 

 

Course appears on transcript 

None 

 

Credit 

Start of the third 

week of school year 

until end of sixth 

week 

Drop semester course 

 

Only one semester 

course may be 

dropped after 

Drop/Add period if student 

does not have a scheduled 

study hall 

No full year core subject 

courses may be dropped 

WP-withdrawal with passing 

mark 

 

WF-withdrawal with failing 

mark 

 

ME-withdrawal for medical 

Reasons 

None 

Upon completing 

semester/exam 

Change from  

adv/honors to regular 

section of same course 

Course appears on transcript 

grade calculated on the basis of 

work done in lower/upper level 

course 

Full 

 

Start of seventh week 

until end of tenth week 

Students may drop course, 

except in core subject; 

students may have only 

one study hall per semester 

WF regardless of grade to date  

Eleventh week until 

semester / exam is 

complete 

May not drop course   

After start of second 

semester - 

Semester courses may not 

be dropped after tenth 

week in course 

Full-year courses dropped 

after the end of the 

semester / exam 

Except a core subject 

WP-withdrawal with passing 

mark 

ME-withdrawal for medical 

reasons 

WF-withdrawal with failing 

mark 

 

Year-long courses may 

not be dropped once 

fourth quarter begins 
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COURSE REQUEST SHEET 
 

NAME:__________________________    GRADE ENTERING:____    DATE:_____________ 

     

 

FRESHMEN        SOPHOMORE 

 

1
ST

 SEMESTER                2
ND

 SEMESTER    1
ST

 SEMESTER 2
ND

 SEMESTER 

 

1. REL- 131  1. REL- 141     1. REL- 231  1. REL- 241 

 

2. ENG- ________ 2. ENG- _________   2. ENG- _________ 2. ENG- __________ 

 

3. MA- _________ 3. MA- __________    3. MA- __________ 3. MA- ___________ 

 

4. SCI- _________ 4. SCI- __________    4. SCI- __________ 4. SCI- ___________ 

 

5. SS- __________ 5. SS- ___________   5. SS- ___________ 5. SS- ____________ 

 

6. PE- __________ 6. PE- ___________    6. PE- ___________ 6. PE- ____________ 

 

ELECTIVES        ELECTIVES 

 

7.________________ 7. _________________ 7. ________________7. _______________ 

 

8. _______________ 8.__________________         8._________________8._______________ 

 

ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ 

 

ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ 

 

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

PARENT SIGNATURE:_________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Some courses may be cancelled due to lack of enrollment or staffing issues. Course 

request does not guarantee offer for reenrollment. Due to scheduling constraints some conflicts 

may arise where all courses requested cannot be scheduled.  
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COURSE REQUEST SHEET 
 

NAME:________________________  GRADE ENTERING:_______  DATE:______________ 

 

 

JUNIORS        SENIORS 

 

1
ST

 SEMESTER                2
ND

 SEMESTER    1
ST

 SEMESTER 2
ND

 SEMESTER 

 

1. REL- 331  1. REL- 341     1. REL- 431    1. REL- 441 

 

2. ENG- ________ 2. ENG- _________    2. ENG- _________   2. ENG- _________ 

 

3. MA- _________ 3. MA- __________    3._______________   3.______________ 

 

4. SCI- _________ 4. SCI- __________    4._______________   4.______________ 

 

5. SS- __________ 5. SS- ___________    5._______________   5.______________ 

 

6. ______________ 6._______________    6._______________   6.______________ 

 

ELECTIVES        ELECTIVES 

 

7.________________ 7. _________________ 7. ________________  7. ______________ 

 

8. ________________8.__________________ 8._________________ 8. ______________ 

 

ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ 

 

ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ALT:_______________ 

 

 

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE:________________________________________________ 

 

 

PARENT SIGNATURE:_________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Some courses may be cancelled due to lack of enrollment or staffing issues. Course 

request does not guarantee offer for reenrollment. Due to scheduling constraints some conflicts 

may arise where all courses requested cannot be scheduled. 

 

 

 



 41 

COLLEGE PLANNING 

 

What Colleges Expect Academically 

 

Strong Academic Program 

 Foreign Language- typically through the 3
rd

 or 4
th

 year of one language and through the 

senior year of high school 

 History/Social Science- two full year history courses and a total of three to four credits 

total of social science. 

 English/Literature- four years; literature work should include familiarity with several 

major works and texts in all major genres. 

 Mathematics- four years; a math course should be taken in each year of high school 

study. The use of algebra, calculus and statistics is commonplace in college-level courses 

not only in the natural sciences, but also in the social sciences.  

 Science- three year-long laboratory courses in the basic sciences and an additional course 

at an advanced level is strongly recommended. Familiarity with the basic sciences-- 

biology, chemistry, earth science, and physics--has become a practical necessity in 

today‟s world. 

 Technology- word processing on a computer, spread sheet and data-base manipulations; 

the ability to use the computer to integrate different media. 

 

Typical College Admissions Criteria* 
 

Top Factors are 

 Curriculum 

 Grades in college preparatory courses 

 Standardized test scores (SAT, ACT) 

 

Key Tip Factors are 

 Class rank 

 Counselor and teacher recommendations 

 Application essay or writing sample 

 

Other Factors are 

 Interviews 

 Work 

 Demonstrated interest 

 SAT subject tests 

 AP exams 

*Criteria vary in importance, except “Top Factors” 

 

The Senior Year 

Although most students apply to universities during the fall of their senior year and are accepted 

before graduation, this does not mean your senior year is not important. Slacking off on grades or 

taking less challenging classes will only hurt your chances for admission to the campus of your 

choice. In fact, your admission can be cancelled by the school(s) you have been accepted if your 

senior year program does not live up to the program you outlined on your application--or if your 

grades decline. View your senior year as a time best used to prepare for your freshmen year at 

college.  
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Honor Pledge 

 

“Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  I Corinthians 10:31 
 

 

As a student at Baltimore Lutheran School, I understand and accept my responsibility to uphold 

the Honor Code at all times.  I agree to the following: 

 

 I will not improperly give or receive any material or information for 

any school assignment or test. 

 

 I will not use or submit any material published or presented by any 

other person without proper citations (plagiarism). 

 

 I will not alter or misuse any academic record. 

 

 I will conduct myself honestly in all academic matters 

 

 

 

____________________________________________   __________________ 

  Student‟s Signature          Date 


